
3a Behind the photo

Vocabulary water and
recreation
1 Work in pairs,

Student A: Choose one of the photos and describe
what's happening, Use words from the bclxes.

Student B: Which phoio is Student A describing?
Then change roles and repeat.

vocabulary water and recreation . listening what happened next? .
pronunciation irregular past simple verbs . speaking the first time

9rammar past simple and past continuous o

Listen ing
4 1 . 14 Listen to ihe people in two of the photos

talking about their photo. Are the sentences true
(T) or false (F)?

1 Tire girl rvas rafting dor,t n the Zambezi.
? lh" raft was approaching some rapids.
3 She saw a hippo near the river bank.
4 The boy learned to dive because he was bored.5 He lt,errt diving in a darrgerotrs cenote.
6 He wasn't concelrtratirrg on n,hat lte rtras

doing.

5 
^.1,15 What do you think happened next?
Choose one of these options 1a-i;. Then listen to
tlre ending of the story and check yotrr ideas.
7 a The hippo came after them and attacked the

raft.
b A crocodile jumped into the rirler close to

the raft.
c The raft capsized and they all swam to the

rir.er bank.
2 a His air ran out and he had to go to the

surface.
b His mother panicked when slre saw a sea

snake.
c He almost got lost in a labyrinth of tunrrels,

Some adverbs and adjectives are the same
quick (adjective) , quickty (adverb)
fast (adjective) = fast (adverb)

For further information and practice, see Workbook
page 12'l .

E

Activities
diving
rowing
swimming

fishing jet-skiin9 kayaking rafting
sailing snorkelling surfing

water-skiing windsurfing

Places
|ake marina ocean pool reservoir
river sea strea m waterf a ll

Look at the words in Exercise 1 again. Which do
you think are the best places to dó the actil,ities?

Do you do any of the activities in Exercise 1? Tell
your partner,

l go fishing about once a month
with my brother,

Most adverbs are formed by adding -iyto adjectives.



Unit 3 Water

Past simple
l noticed a big hippo near the river bank,
what did it do?
pa5t continuous
A crocodile was lying in the sun.
whlr1 yta,s it lying? 

_
For further information and practice, see page 85.

10 Write sentences with the past simple and past
continuous. IJse becatLse, when, uhile and so.

1I
I

2 Myfriend

(take) a photo of the hippo /
(drop) rriy camera in the water

(fall) out of the raft / he
(not / hold) on

Grammar past simple and past
contin uou5
6 Read these sentences from the stories in Exercise 4.

Underline tlre past simple verbs and circle the past
continuous verbs.

1 We were going around a small island.
2 It jumped into the water about a metre away

from our boat.
3 The sun was shining in through an opening in

the roof.
4 My mom realised pretty quickly that I was

missing and she came after me.

7 Match the sentences (1-a) in Exercise 6 with their
meanings (a-d).

a an unfinished activity
b a description
c a finished action
d a sequence of actions in a story

8 Underline the key event in these questions about
the rafting story in Exercise 4, Then match the
questions (1-2) with the answers (a-b).

1 What were they doing when they saw the
hippo?

2 What did they do when they saw the hippo?

a They tried to get away.
b They were coming down the river.

9 Choose the correct option.

1 Questions in the past situple /past conthttLotts
refer to activities before the key event.

2 Questions in the past simple / past cottthtuous
refer to activities after the key event.

I (see) some strange fish /
I (dive)
I (have) some problems with my
mask / my brother (help) me

11 + 1.16 Complete the paragraph about photo A.
Then listen and check.

When l l (work) in the Maldives,
| 2 (hear) that there were whale sharks in
the area. That's why l 3 (begin) snorkelling -
whale sharks are the world's biggest fish! l a

(buy) a cheap snorkel and 5 (set oUt) With
a group of friends. Almost immediately, a whale shark

(swim) past the boat. lt 7

(move) really quickly, but we (catch up)
with it. We all 9 (get) into the water and10 (spend) about two minutes with the
shark. Afterwards, l 11 (feel) absolutely
exhilarated!

12 Pronunciation irregular past simple verbs

a '; 1,16 Listen to the paragraph from Exercise 11 again.
Notice how the past simple verbs are pronounced.

b , : 'l .17 How do you pronounce the past simple form
of these verbs? Listen and check. Repeat the sentences.

fall lie run sink teach tell

13

Speaki ng
Work in pairs.

Student A: Think about the first time you tried a nevý
skill, or did a hobby or sports activity. Answer your
partner's questions without saying what the activity
\^/aS.

Student B: Ask ten questions and try to find out your
partner's activity.

Where were You? 
Did you have any
special equipment?

ffi>lIlME PUZZLES lT HAPPENED TO ME sToRlEs ffi
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3a underwater

Finding the oceonic whitetip shork is on experience l

won't forget. This is one of the most dongerous shqrks in
the world, but its numbers ore folling. They used to be
common oround ihe Bohomos, but mosi people soy they
hoven't seen them for yeors, Just os we orrived there,

some sports fishermen in ihe centrol Bohomos sow some
oceonic whitetips when they were fishing for tuno.
So l plonned sixteen doys to go seorching for them.

For the first few doys out of Polm Beoch, we didn't see
o ihing. Then, on the flfth doy, l wos looking out from

the bridge when l spotted q shork on the surfoce. The
white tip of its dorsol fin wos sticking out of the woter,
so l knew we hod on oceonic whitetip. l quickly put on
my wetsuit ond iumped in the woŤer. The shork wqs very
curious obout me ond fiom right up to me. lt wos obout
three metres long ond it even stoyed oround while we
were putting the coge in the woter for the scieniist. l goi
some greot pictures! Thot wos reolly the high point of
the ossignment,

At the end of the ossignment, ofter o yeor of work, we
were going ofter the greot hommerheod shork. This

species is so elusive thct there were no pictures of it

up until five or six yeors §go, For the entire firsi week,
the weoŤher wos oppolling ond it wos impossible to
dive. lt wos very frusiroting. Then, on the eighth doy,
my ossistont hod to fly home becouse his mother wos
seriously ill,

Suddenly, l wos working olone os well os trying to deol
with the bod weother. Thoi wos definitely the worst
moment on the ossignment. lt is so importont to hove o
reolly good ossistont with you. Without him there, my
workloqd more thon doubled. While l wos irying to

decide whot to do, the weother unexpectedly improved
ond l got o couple of not-bod doys! And on one of those
doys, everything clicked ond l got some greot pictures
of o hommerheod. l wos lucky.

Readin9 on a5si9nment
1 Read the interview with Brian Skerry about his

year-long assignment photographing sharks. Write
the number of the story (1-2) next to the heading.
There is one extra heading.

a What was one of your worst experiences
covering this story?

b What was one of your strangest experiences
covering this story?

c What \vas one of your best experiences
covering this story?

2 These statements are true for one or both of
Skerry's stories. Write W (\^/hitetip),
H (hammerhead) and B (both).

1 The sharks were difficult to find.

2 Bad weather made it almost impossible to do
any work.

3 Some fishermen told Skerry where the
sharks were.

4 Skerry had to work without an assistant.

5 Skerry got into the water as soon as he saw
a shark,

6 The shark spent some time swimming close
to Skerry.

7 Skerry wasn't sure what to do.

8_Skerry was pleased with the photos he took.

3 r'ind these words and expressions in the text.
Choose the correct option.

1 spotted: pllotogralshed / smu

2 higlr point: besf tttotnent / top of the boat

3 deal with: stu,uiue / solue the problenl

4 workload: amount of tuork yotL l,Laae to do /
problems

5 doubled: increased by ttuice as mtLch f
increased by tltee times as much

6 clicked: ruas quiet / runs successful

Glossary
bridge (n) lbrd3l part of a boat or ship where the captain

normally stands
dorsal fin (n) /'drlrsal frn/ the part of a shark's back that

sticks up
elusive (adj) /'Ilustv/ extremely rare and difficult to see
wetsuit (n) /'wetsult/ rubber clothes for water sports



Grammar past simple and past
continuous
4 Write questions for these answers. Use the

information from the interview.

When they were fishing for tuna.

While he was looking out from the bridge,

Because the white tip of its dorsal fin was
sticking out of the water.

They were going after the great hammerhead
shark.

Skerry's assistant flew home.

He was trying to decide what to do.

5 Complete the sentences with the correct form of
the verbs in brackets.

1 We ---..,....,.....a shark when we

. (see / surf)

2 L, ,,back into the boat

when I my camera into the

water. (climb / drop)

3It.
Sun,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,....,,,.,

the fish
jr*p)

4It

(start / film)

5We

, ,_,_,,,, a beautiful morning. The

over the horizon and

.(be / comeup /

,, ,,,,,,, to rain while we

,,,.,,,,,, a really good sequence.

.. in the boat, quickly

,,,..,,,,, our equipment and

. ilil;,,,,,, ...,,,,, 
^""'"_',"Í:;;:;1j:"'

Pronunciation irregular past simple verbs

& t.t: Listen to the sentences and write the
irregular past simple verbs.

1

2

J

4

5

6

7

8

b wnicr, verbs have the same sound?

and
and

Vocabulary water and
recreation
7 Write these words in the correct place.

canoeing divin9 fishing jet-skiing

kayaking raftin9 rowing parasailing
sailing scuba diving snorkelling surfing
swimming synchronised swimming water polo
water-skiing windsurfing

underwater

on the water

6

a

the wind suddenly .

stronger. (sail / get)

a lot


