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Syllabus 

 

Course Title: Man in Postmodern Society 

Guarantor: Zuzana Svobodová, svobodz@tf.jcu.cz 

Student Requirements: essay: 1320–1760 words. 

Course completion: exam – test and individual student work: 

The exam takes place in the form of a written test and paper of 5-6 pages, in which the 
student demonstrates the ability of self-reflection on postmodern thinking with a particular 
focus on the characteristics of the concept of man (anthropology), the meaning of life, what 
it is considered to be. The authors of the 20th or 21st centuries are to be chosen by the 
students and, based on the literature of the chosen author that students had studied, 
prepare written work, in which they will focus on the characteristics of the concept of man, 
the meaning of life and the way of their quest. Written work will be edited according to the 
methodology for writing final papers (see Faculty web). All work for the exam must be 
submitted to the teacher via e-mail (svobodz@tf.jcu.cz) no later than 15 working days 
before the end of the examination period. 

Notes for Erasmus students: 

It must be sent on teacher´s email (svobodz@tf.jcu.cz) minimum 15 working days before 
you want to leave the Czech Republic. 

In your critique try to answer the following questions: 

 What is „postmodernity“? 

 How can find a man the meaning of life today? 

 How changed the man in 20th century? 

 

Course objectives: 

The aim of this course is to introduce course participants to the paradigm shift of the 
thinking between modernism and postmodernism. 

The course aims to introduce students to the paradigm shift of the thinking between 
modernism and postmodernism. In the subject “Man in Postmodern Society” the student 
learns to: 

– Describe the elements of postmodern thinking 

– Critically evaluate the change in the mindset of modern and postmodern 

– Characterize the concept of man chosen by the author and written works 

– Analyze the approach to the meaning of life in the selected text 

 

Competences acquired 

Each student will gain the ability to appraise critically the changes in thinking of modernism 
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and postmodernism. Students will be familiar with the basic trends of thinking in the 20th 
and the beginning of the 21st century. Students will be able to distinguish the basic 
differences in the various schools of thought in the postmodern era and assess their 
consequences in individual and social life of the contemporary citizen. 

 

Course content: 

1. Introduction to the postmodern era 

2. Characteristics of postmodern times 

3. Elements of postmodern thinking 

4. Inspiration of the 20th-century philosophy 
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