Comparison 1
(cheaper, more expensive etc.)

;ﬁn Study these examples:

How shall we travel? By car or by train?

Let’s go by car It’s cheaper.
Don’t go by train. It’s more expensive.

Cheaper and more expensive are comparative forms.

L' After comparatives you can use than (see Unit 107):
1 I’s cheaper to go by car than by train.
HI 71 Going by train is more expensive than going by car.
! m The comparative form is -er or more ... .
We use -er for short words (one We use more ... for longer words (two
syllable): syllables or more):
| cheap — cheaper fast — fasrer more serious more often
large — larger thin — thinner |  more expensive  more comfortable
We also use -er for two-syllable words that We also use more ... for adverbs that end
endn -y (-y — rer): in -ly:
lucky — luckier early — earlter more slowly more seriously
easy — casler pretry — prettier more quietly more carefully
l For spelling, see Appendix 6.

[ Compare these examples:

You're older than me. T You're more patient than me.
The exam was fairly easy — easier than [ The exam was quite difficult -~ more
I expected. difficult than I expected.
1 Can you walk a bit faster? Can you walk a bit more slowly?
0 I’d like to have a bigger car. 0 I’d like to have a more reliable car.
0 Last night | went to bed earliex than 7 1 don’t play tennis much these days.
usual. [ used to play more often.

You can use -er or more ... with some two-syllable adjectives, especially:
clever narrow quiet shallow simple

[ It’s too noisy here. Can we go somewhere quieter / more quiet?

| o . A
A few adjectives and adverbs have irregular comparative forms:

good/well — better
0 The garden looks bertter since you nidied it up.
7 [ know him well — probably better than anybody else knows him.

bad/badly — worse:
‘How is your headache? Better?” ‘No, it’s worse.’
7 He did very badly in the exam - worse than expected.

far — further (or farther):
01 It’s a long walk from here to the park — further than I thought. (or farther than)

Further (but not farther) can also mean ‘more” or ‘additional’:
Let me know if you hear any further news. (= any more news)
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Exercises Unit 105

105.1 Complete the sentences using a comparative form (older / more important etc.).

1 1It’s too noisy here. Can we go somewhere .. 4ULEter 2
This coffee is very weak. I like it a bit
The hotel was surprisingly big. I expected it to be
The hotel was surprisingly cheap. I expected it to be
The weather is too cold here. Id like to live somewhere
My job is a bit boring sometimes. I’d like to do something
It’s a pity you live so far away. I wish you lived .
I was surprised how easy it was to use the computer. [ thought it would be

[o=IN e N =~ VS I\

9 Your work isn’t very good. I’'m sure you can do
10 Don’t worry. The situation isn’t so bad. It could be
11 I was surprised we got here so quickly. I expected the journey to take

12 You’re talking very loudly. Can you speak a bit ?

13 You hardly ever phone me. Why don’t you phone me ?

14 You’re standing too near the camera. Can you move a bit away?
15 You were a bit depressed yesterday, but you look today.

105.2 Complete the sentences. Each time use the comparative form of one of the words in the box.

Use than where necessary.

big crowded early easily high important
interested peaceful ~ —reliable-  serious simple thin

usual.

car. The one I’ve got keeps breaking down.

3 Unfortunately her illness was we thought at first.

4 You look . Have you lost weight?

5 Twanta flat. We don’t have enough space here.

6 He doesn’t study very hard. He’s in having a good time.

7 Health and happiness are money.

8 The instructions were very complicated. They could have been

9 There were a lot of people on the bus. It was usual.
10 1 like living in the countryside. It’s living in a town.
11 Youwll Aind your way around the town if you have a good map.
12 In some parts of the country, prices are in others.

105.3 Read the situations and complete the sentences. Use a comparative form (-er or more ...).

1 Yesterday the tempelature was si‘< degrees Today it’s only three degrees.
Its ..colder todau than it was yesterds

2 The journey takes four hours by car and ﬁve hours by train.
It takes
3 Dave and I went for a run. I ran ten kilometres. Dave stopped after eight kilometres.
I ran
4 Chris and Joe both did badly in the test. Chris got 30%, but Joe only got 25%.
Joe did
5 lexpected my friends to arrive at about 4 o’clock. In fact they arrived at 2.30.
My friends
6 You can go by bus or by train. The buses run every 30 minutes. The trains run every hour,
The buses
7 We were very busy at work today. We’re not usually as busy as that.
We
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:l [[i88 Comparison 2 (much better [ any better /
B [058 better and better [ the sooner the better)
”?: _... .8 Before comparatives you can use:

much alot far (= a lot) a bit a little slightly (= a little)

1 Let’s go by car. It’s much cheaper. (or a lot cheaper)

7 ‘How do you feel?” ‘Much better, thanks.’

o Don’t go by train. It’s a lot more expensive. (or much more expensive)

7 Could you speak a bit more slowly? {or a little more slowly)

O This bag is slightly heavier than the other one.

1 Her illness was far more serious than we thought at first. (or much more serious / a lot
more serious)

i . .
:m You can use any and no + comparative (any longer / no bigger etc.):

’ve waited long enough. ’'m not waiting any longer. (= not even a little longer)
We expected their house to be very big, but it’s no bigger than ours. or
.. it isn’t any bigger than ours. (= not even a little bigger)
0 How do you feel now? Do you feel any better?
01 This hotel is better than the other one, and it’s no more expensive.

& Better and better / more and more etc.

We repeat comparatives (better and better etc.) to say that something changes continuously:
1 Your English is improving. It’s getting better and better.
I 1 The city is growing fast. It’s getting bigger and bigger.
' 71 Cathy got more and more bored in her job. In the end she left.
=1 These days more and more people are learning English.

The ... the ...

You can say the (sooner/bigger/more etc.) the better:
7 ‘What time shall we leave?” “The sooner the better.” (= as soon as possible)
O A: What sort of box do you want? A big one?
l B: Yes, the bigger the better. (= as big as possible)
[0 When you’re travelling, the less luggage you have the better.

We also use the ... the ... to say that one thing depends on another thing:
0 The warmer the weather, the better 1 feel. (= if the weather is warmer, I feel better)
(1 The sooner we leave, the earlier we will arrive.
1 The younger you are, the easier it is to learn.
0 The more expensive the hotel, the better the service.
] 0 The more electricity you use, the higher your bill will be.
1 The more I thought about the plan, the less I liked it.

— Older and elder

The comparative of old is older:
{1 David looks older than he really is.

You can use elder {07 older) when you talk about people in a family. You can say
(my/your etc.) elder sister/brother/daughter/son:
[0 My elder sister is a TV producer. (o7 My older sister ...)

We say ‘my elder sister’, but we do not say that ‘somebody is elder’:
[ My sister is older than me. (nor elder than me)

Any/no — Unit 86 Comparison 1,3 — Units 105, 107 Eldest — Unit 108D
212 Even + comparative — Unit 112C




Exercises Unit 106

106.1

106.2

106.3

106.4

106.5

Use the words in brackets to complete the sentences. Use much [ a bit etc. + a comparative
form. Use than where necessary.

1 Her illness was ..[0WCH._More. serlous 14, we thoughe at first. (much / serious)

2 This bag is too small. I need something .« (much/ big)

3 I'm afraid the problem is . e, 10 $€€MS. (much / complicated)

4 It was very hot yesterday. TOday QU'S ... o . {a bit / cool)

5 T enjoyed our visit to the MUSEUM. [T WAS v s o I expected.
(far / interesting)

6 You’re driving too fast. Can you drive ... w7 (a bit/ slowly)

7 It’s . to learn a foreign language in a country where it is
spoken. (alot / easy)

8 I thought she was younger than me, but in fact She’s ... e .
(slightly / old)

Complete the sentences using any/no + comparative. Use than where necessary.

1 T've waited long enough. I’'m not waiting ... 804,009

2 I'm sorry I'm a bit late, but I couldn’® get here ... :

3 This shop isn't expensive. The Prices are ... ANywhere else.

4 I need to stop for a rest. I can’t walk
5 The rraffic isn’t particularly bad today. It’s

Complete the sentences using the structure in Section C (... and ...).

1 Cathy got ..m0re. dnd. more bored . in her job. In the end she left. (bored)

2 That hole In your SWeALer 1S GEITINE . et . (big)

3 My bags seemed 10 GEL .. et et as I carried them. (heavy)

4 As 1 waited for my interview, I BeCaAmMe ... . (nervous)

S As the day went on, the weather got ..... . (bad)

6 Health care is beCOMING ....comvrsmnmnrssrsesssseni . (expensive)

7 Since Anna went to Canada, her English has SOt . . (good)
8 As the conversation went on, Paul BECAME ..o . {talkative)

These sentences are like those in Section D. Use the words in brackets (in the correct form) to
complete the sentences.
1 I like warm weather.
The warmer the weather, ...t1& better | feel  (feel)
2 Ididn’ really like him when we first met.

But the more I got t0 KNOW NI, oottt . (like)
3 If you’re in business, you want to make a profit,

The MOTE GOOS YOU SEIL it sttt . (profir)
4 1It’s hard to concentrate when you’re tired.

The more tired you are, ... e 1 e w . (hard)
5 Kate had to wait a very long time.

The longer she waited, e+ (1IM1pATIENE / become)

Which is correct, older or elder? Or both of them?
v v
1 My older / elder sister is a TV producer. (older and elder are both correct)
2 I'm surprised Diane is only 25. I thought she was older / elder.
3 Jane’s younger sister is still at school. Her older / elder sister is a nurse.
4 Martin is older / elder than his brother.
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Sarah, Joe and David are all very rich.
Sarah has £20 million, Joe has £15 million
and David has £10 million. So:

Joe is rich.

He is richer than David.,
But he isn’t as rich as Sarah.
(= Sarah is richer than he is)

SARAH

Some more examples of not as ... (as):
[0 Richard isn’t as old as he looks. (= he looks older than he is)
1 The town centre wasn’t as crowded as usual. (= it is usually more crowded)
1 Jenny didn’t do as well in the exam as she had hoped. (= she had hoped to do berter)
[ The weather is better today. It’s not as cold. (= yesterday was colder)
1 I don’t know as many people as you do. (= you know more people)
[J ‘How much did it cost? Fifty pounds?” ‘No, not as much as that.” (= less than fifty pounds)

You can also say not so ... (as):
O It’s not warm, but it isn’t so cold as yesterday. (=it isn’t as cold as ...)

Less ... than is similar to not as ... as:
0 I spent less money than you. (=1 didn’t spend as much money as you)
1 The city centre was less crowded than usual. (= it wasn’t as crowded as usual)

We also use as ... as (but not so ... as) in positive sentences and in questions:
1 m sorry I'm late. I got here as fast as I could.
1 There’s plenty of food. You can have as much as you wanr.
01 Let’s walk. It’s just as quick as raking the bus.
71 Can you send me the money as soon as possible, please?

Also twice as ... as, three rimes as ... as etc. :
71 Petrol is twice as expensive as it was a few years ago.
I Their house is abour three times as big as ours.

We say the same as (not the same like):
I Laura’s salary is the same as mine. or Laura gets the same salary as me.
I David is the same age as James.
[0 ‘What would you like to drink?” ‘I’ll have the same as you.’

Than me / than I am etc.
!
You can say:

O You’re taller than I am. or You're taller than me.
(not usually You’re taller than 1)
[0 He’s not as clever as she is. or He’s not as clever as her.
0 They have more money than we have. or They have more money than us.
[ I can’t run as fast as he can. or Ican’t run as fast as him.
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Exercises Unit 107

J7.1 Complete the sentences using as ... as.

107 .4

1 Pm quite tall, but you are taller. I'm not
2 My salary is high, but yours is higher. My salary isn’t
3 You know a bit about cars, but [ know more.

YOU AOM T e e s e e e et .
4 [t’s still cold, but it was colder yesterday.

It isn’t e
S Tstill feel quite tired, but I felt a lot more tired yesterday.

L OMTE e e e e e
6 Our neighbours have lived here for quite a long time, but we’ve lived here longer.

OUr NEIGhBOUTS NAVEINT et s st s e
7 1 was a bit nervous before the interview, but usually 'm a lot more nervous.

L WVASIIE e s st 1 1 1 .

Write a new sentence with the same meaning.
old. as he Lo

1 Richard is younger than he looks. Richard isn’t
2 I didn’t spend as much money as you. You .2

3 The station was nearer than I thought. The Station WaSIt ..o e .
4 The meal didn’t cost as much as T expected. The meal COST . .
5 Tgo out less than [ used 0. 1 AONT .ot .
6 Karen’s hair isn’t as long as it used to be. Karen used 10 . .
7 1 know them better than you do. YOU dOn T oo e .
8 There are fewer people at this meeting than at the last one.

TTREIE BIEII'T .o e e e e .

Complete the sentences using as ... as + the following:

bad comfortable  fasz  long often quietly soon well well-qualified

1 I'm sorry I'm late. I got here I could

2 It was a difficult question. [ answered iU .. I could.

3 ‘How long can [ stay with you?’  “YOUu CAN STAY cvrrmmsarmmsmesiesmnsinsiness you like.’

4 I need the information quickly, $0 let Me KBOW o possible.

5 Tlike to keep fit, SO [ O SWIMMING oo

6 1didn’t want to wake anybody, so I came in [ could.

In the following sentences use just as ... as.

7 I'm going to sleep on the floorn IUS e the bed.

8 Why did he get the job rather than me? I'm . ORI 111018

9 At first I thought he was nice, but really DE™s e e everybody else.

Write sentences using the same as.

1 David and James are both 22 years old. David .2

2 You and I both have dark brown hair. Your Rair. et .
3 Tarrived at 10.25 and so did you. T . R, .
4 My birthday is 5 April. Tom’s birthday is 5 April t00. My e

Complete the sentences with than ... or as ... .

I can’t reach as high as you. You are raller ..t
He doesn’t know much. T know more ... .

I don’t work particularly hard. Most people work as hard ... .
We were very surprised. Nobody was more Surprised ... :
She’s not a very good player. I'm a better player ... .

They’ve been very lucky. Twish we were as tucky .o .
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