
E,E If l knew tll I wish I knew llt
Study this example situation:

Sarah wants to phone Paul, but she can't do this because
she doesn't know his number.
She says:

If I knew his number, I would phone him.

Sarah says: If I knew his number... . This tells us that she
doesn't know his number. She is imagining the situation.
The real situation is that she doesn't know his number.

§řhen you imagine a situation like this, you use ií + past (if I knew / if you were / if we didnt
etc.). But the meaning is present, not past;

n Tom would read more if he had more time. (but he doesn't have much time)
n If I didn't want to go to the party, I wouldn't go. (but I want to go)

n '§7e wouldn't have any money if we didn't work. (but we work)
n If you were in my position, what would you do?
D lt's a pity you can't drive. It would be useful if you could,

E§7eusethepastinthesamewayafterwish(IwishIknew/Iwishyouwereetc.)..§íeusewish
to say that we regret something, that something is not as we would like it to be:

n I wish I knew Paul's phone number.
(= I don't know it and I regret this)

n Do you ever wish you could fly?
(you can't fly)

n It rains a lot here. I wish it didnt rain so often.
D lt's very crowded here. I wish there werent so

many people. (there are a lot of people)
n I wish I didn't have to work tomorrow, but

unfortunately I do.

re Iflwere/iflwas

After if and wish, you can use were instead of was (if I were .,. / I wish it were etc.). I was / it
was are also possible. So you can say:

n If I were you, I wouldn't buy that coat. or If I was lou, ...

n I'd go out if it werent so cold. or ... if it wasnt so cold.
n I wish Carol were here. or I wish Carol was here.

§íe do not normally use would in the if-part of the sentence or after wish:
n If I were rich, I would have a yacht. (not If I would be rich)
n I wish I had something to read, (not I wish I would have)

Sometimes wish ... vgould is possible: I wish you would listen. See Unit 41.

Could - Units26-27 lf ldo/ if ldid - Unit 38 lf lhad known / lwish lhad known + Unit 40
Wish - Unit 41

reCouldSometimeSmeanS.wouldbeableto'andsometimes.was/wereableto':
n You could get a better job (you could get = you would be able to get)

if you could use a computer. (you could use - you were able to use)
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Exe rcise s Unit 39
39.1 Put the verb into the correct form,

t tf t .....kttel^l...... (know) his number, I would phone him.
Z l .,.§9Yá.I]t...P..[g.,... (not / buy) that coat if I were you.
3 I .............,..,..,. (help) you if I could, but I'm afraid I can't.
4 \We would need a car if we .... (live) in the country.
5 If we had the choice, we ....................,., ,..,............ (live) in the courltry.
6 This soup isn't very good. It ........,..,..,..,.,.,..,. ............. (taste) better iÍ it wasn't so salty.
7 I wouldn't mind living in England if the weather ............................ .....,..... (be) better.

9 You're always tired. If you .,..,..,............ (not / go) to bed so late every night, you
wouldn't be tired all the time.

10 I think there are too many cars. If there ........,........ (not / be) so many cars,
there ..,,..,.......... (not / be) so much pollution.

39,2 Write a sentence with if ... for each situation.

1 §íe don't see vou verv often because you live so far awav,
. !t. apl. .d&.i'ť Wě * ta p*llqu,.',w.ďi_'zez',gqy-,,v,p,|p,,.,qt+.en.,,.

2 This book is too expensive, so I'm not going to buy it.

3 'W'e don't go out very often - we can't afford it.
§ť'e

4 I can't meet you tomorrow - I have to work late.
If

5 It's raining, so we can't have lunch outside.
§í'e

6 I don't want his advice, and that's why I'm not going to ask for it,
ff

39.3 Write sentences beginning l wish ... .

], I don't know many people (and I'm lonely),
2 I don't have a mobile phone (and I need one). I wish

7 Ihave to work tomorrow (but I'd like to stay in bed).

8 I don't know anything about cars (and my car has just broken down).

9 I'm not feeling well (and it's not nice).

39.4 Write your own sentences beginning ! wish ... ,

1 (somewhere you'd like to be now - on the beach, in New York, in bed etc.)
I wish I

2 (something you'd like to have - a computer, a job, lots of money etc.)

3 (something you'd like to be able to do - sing, speak a language, fly etc.)

4 (something you'd like to be - beautiful, strong, rich etc.)

79- Additional exercises 19-21 (pages 313-14)



Wish
You can say'I wish you luck l every success l ahappy birthday'etc. :

n I wish you every success in the futufe.
n I saw Tim before the exam and he wished me luck.

'§7e say'wish somebody something' (luck l ahappy birthday etc.). But you cannot'wish that
something bappens'. '§7e use hope in this situation. For example:

l I hope you get this letter before you go away, (not I wish you get)

Compare I wish and I hope:
n I wish you a pleasant stay here.
n I hope you have a pleasant stay here. (nol I wish you have)

E§7ea1sousewishtosaythatwere8fetSomething,thatsomethingisnotaswewou1dlikeit.'§7hen 
we use wish in this way, we use the past (knew/lived etc.), but the meaning is present:

l I wish I knew what to do about the problem. (I don't know and I regret this)
n I wish you didn't have to go so soon. (you have to go)
! Do you wish you lived near the sea? (you don't live near the sea)
! Jack's going on a trip to Mexico soon. I wish I was going too. (I'm not going)

To say that we regret something in the past, we use wish + had ... (had known / had said) etc. :

l I wish I'd known about the party. I would have gone if I'd known. (I didn't know)
l It was a stupid thing to say. I wish I hadnt said it. (I said it)

For more examples, see Units 39 and 40.

EIwishIcould(dosomethin8)=IregretthatIcannotdoit:
n I'm sorry I have to go. I wish I could stay longer. (but I can't)
ů I've met that man before. I wish I could remember his name. (but I can't)

I wish I could have (done something) = I regret that I could not do it:
l I hear the party was great, I wish I could have gone. (but I couldn't go)

EYoucansay.Iwish(somebody)would(dosomething),.Forexample:
It's been raining all day. Jill doesn't like it, She says:
I wish it would stop raining,

Jill would like the rain to stop, but this will probably not happen.

\We use I wish ... would when we would like something to happen
or change. Usually, the speaker doesn't expect this to happen.

'§ře often use I wish ,.. would to complain about a situation:
n The phone has been ringing for five minutes. I wish somebody would answer it.
tr I wish you would do something instead of just sitting and doing nothing.

You can use I wish ... wouldn't ,.. to complain about things that people do repeatedly:
l I wish you woúldnt keep interrupting me.

'§íe use I wish ... rvould ... for actions and changes, not situations. Compare:
n I wish Sarah would come. (- I want her to come)

but I wish Sarah was (or were) here now. (zol I wish Sarah would be)

n I wish somebody would buy me a car.
bwt I wish I had a car. |not I wish I would have)

lwish lknew- Unit39 lwish lwas/lwish lwere - Unit39C lwish lhad known - Unit40

l wish it would
stop raining.

t3/
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Exercises Unit 41
41.1 Put in wish(ed) or hope(d).

t t .....n.t;h...,, you a pleasant stay here.
2 Enjoy your holiday. I ..................,......... you have a great time.
3 Goodbye. I .........,..,...,......,.. you all the best.
4 lWe said goodbye to each other and ............, each other luck.
5 §íe're going to have a picnic tomorrow, so I .,..............,......,.... the lYeather is nice.
6 I ..,.........,........ you luck in your new job, I .........,..........,.....,. it works out well for vou.

41.2 What do you say in these situations? Write sentences with l wish ... would....
1 lt's raining. You want to go out, but not in the rain.

you say: .....]....,n_tph..,.É...l^]9tlt.t-d...,.qi9p,..r.q,nng.,

2 You're waiting for Jane. She's late and you're getting impatient.
You say to yourself: I wish

3 you're looking for a job - so far without success. Nobody will give you a job.

4 You can hear a baby crying. It's been crying for a long time and you're trying to study.

5 Brian has been wearing the same clothes for years. You think he needs some new clothes.

For the following situations, write sentences with lwish .,. woulcln't.,,,
6 Your friend drives very fast. You don't like this.

You say to your friend: I wish you .....,..............

7 Joe leaves the door open all the time. This annoys you.
You say to Joe:

8 A lot of people drop litter in the street, You don't like this.
You say: I wish people

41 .3 Are these sentences right or wrong? Correct them where necessary.
1 I wish Sarah would be here now.
2 I wish you would listen to me.
3 I wish I would have more free time.
4 I wish our flat would be a bit bigger.
5 I wish the weather would change.
6 I wish you wouldn't complain all the time,
7 I wish everything wouldn't be so expensive.

41.4 Put the verb into the correct form.
1 It was a stupid thing to say. I wish t .-..h.*&-n'-L....s-*d,.... ,t. (I / not / say)
2 I'm fed up with this rain. I wish ......r,i...W.qr.t/....?_La_P,..,... (it / stop)
3 lt's a difficult question. I wish the answer. (I / know)
4 I should have listened to you. i wish your advice. (I / take)
5 You're lucky to be going away,I wish ....,............. with you. (I / can/ come)
6 lhave no energy at the moment. I wish so tired. (I / not / be)
7 Aren't they ready yet? I wish up. (they / hurry)
8 It would be nice to stay here longer. I wish to leave now

(we/not/have)
9 '§7hen 

We were in London last year, we didn't have time to see all the things we wanted to see.
I wish longer. (we / can / stay)

10 It's freezing today. I wish ,,..,..,.......,.. so cold. I hate cold weather. (it / not / be)
11 Joe still doesn't know what he wants to do. I wish ............,..,.. (he / decide)
12 I really didn't enjoy the party. I wish (we / not / go)
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